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MRG Foundation’s Lilla Jewel Fund for Women Artists
Call to Women Artists in Oregon

Deadline for Submissions

October 12, 2009 (needs to be received by MRG by 10:00 am)

About MRG Foundation

MRG Foundation is the leading funder of social, racial, economic and environmental justice groups in Oregon.  A community supported foundation, MRG has distributed more than $11 million in grants since 1976.

Each year MRG raises money from the community and awards more than $500,000 in grants for community organizing.  

MRG envisions a just and joyful world where people, cultures and ecosystems thrive.  We believe that the best chance we have of creating a just and joyful world is by supporting grassroots, community-based organizing to change the institutions and systems that perpetuate injustice and oppression.  

About Lilla Jewel

Lilla Jewel was an artist, a mother and a suffragist.  She was a radical during the wave of feminism that took place at the turn of the twentieth century.  She fought for the rights of women, and was a founding member of the National Women’s Party.

About the Lilla Jewel Fund for Women Artists

MRG’s grantees are organizing to build power in Oregon’s most marginalized communities so they can change the world.  That is a tall order for any group, let alone ones that are under staffed, under resourced and overwhelmed.  Despite these challenges our grantees have seen amazing success.  

However, to achieve even greater success our grantees need more organizing tools in their tool chests.  MRG believes that art can be a powerful tool for social change.  Social justice art can strengthen the progressive movement and promote social justice ideals by drawing attention to an issue – such as racial justice, peace, environmental protection, immigrant rights, economic justice, or LGBTQ liberation – and inspiring people to see the world in new and different ways.  Art can also be used as an effective tool for organizing those who are experiencing injustice to explore and represent their experiences, and share them with their peers, potential allies and decision makers.  

The Lilla Jewel Fund for Women Artists promotes the work of women artists, particularly women of color and queer women, and increases our grantees’ use of art as an effective organizing tool by:

· inspiring our grantees to see the potential of adding art as an organizing tool

· using art that especially reflects the struggles and vision of marginalized communities including people of color, queer or low income people

· providing grantees with access to women artists who will help them create artistic tools and teach them how to create tools on their own in the future 

· supporting grantees to make great use of the tools

Description of the 2010 commission

This year, MRG Foundation will commission three women artists to each create new art that represents Oregon’s social justice movement. This will entail conversations with MRG grantees and an art committee to help shape the art.  The new works as well as previously created pieces by chosen artists will then be exhibited at MRG’s annual event, Justice within Reach, on April 10, 2010.  The event will take place at p:ear gallery in Portland with 250 people attending. The event includes a cocktail hour, short program, dancing and viewing art. Artists are to attend the event. 

This is a great opportunity for MRG’s grantees to gain experience working with artists and to have artwork that they can use in their own organizing work. We also hope the exposure each artist will gain through the event will help them be known to more people in Oregon. 

Artwork created becomes property of MRG foundation. Artists may keep digital images of work for their portfolios.

Criteria

To be eligible you must:

· identify as a woman 

· live in Oregon

· create art that addresses progressive social, racial, economic and/or environmental justice issues.

· have experience working collaboratively, and be receptive to dialogue about the commissioned piece.

Benchmarks: 

MRG strives to have at least:

· two of the three artists be women of color

· one of the artists living outside the Portland metro area

· one of the artists identify as lesbian, bisexual, trans or queer 

Specifications of the art to be commissioned:
Only commissioning visual or multi media art which can be wall hung, on a pedestal, tabletop, or free standing.

For all artwork:

· Can use sound but cannot depend on sound to be understood.

· Must be easily transported.

· Can be generally appreciated by a wide range of people.

· Must have a defined method of transportation.

For wall hung art:

· Minimum final size: 30” x 40” (or 40 x 30): this can be one piece or an installation of pieces that make a single statement.

· Weighs no more than 50 pounds

· Projects no more than 5 inches from the wall

For sculpture or other related artwork:

· Needs a base no larger than 30” x 30”

· No higher than 40 inches

· Weighs no more than 100 pounds

For electronic media

· Can use sound but cannot depend on sound to be understood

· Have a defined method of transportation

· Must include the method for viewing the work that’s contained within the artwork itself and is not a projection from an outside source

· Piece cannot just be a filmed performance of another work

Budget

Each of the three chosen artists will receive a commission of $2,500 plus up to $250 for materials. 

Submissions

Complete the application and send 5 work sample images relevant to social justice. 

Work samples

Email submissions are preferred.  If you don’t have access to email, please call us at 503-289-1517.

For digital images, the maximum file size should be 1 MB per image.  

DVD’s and CD’s should be labeled with title, size and medium of each piece.  For DVD’s of sample pieces, do not include more than 5 minutes for each sample. Videotapes will not be accepted.  

If your work needs to be presented in a different format than what is listed above, please call Edith Casterline to review whether the piece will be allowed.  

Selection committee

A committee of Portland area artists and MRG staff will review all applications.

Timing

The application is due on October 9, 2009 and a decision will be finalized by October 30, 2009. 

In early November we will host a gathering of MRG grantee organizations to share their stories of social change organizing to help shape each artist’s commissioned piece.

The MRG Art Committee will need to approve a sketch of the commissioned piece by early December.  

Final piece will need to be completed by March 1st, 2010.
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MRG Foundation 

Lilla Jewel Application

Feel free to use as much space as needed.  

Email to edith@mrgfoundation.org 

or mail to 2705 East Burnside #210, Portland, Oregon 97214, or fax to 503-232-1731

Deadline: October 12, 2009 (needs to be received by MRG by 10:00 am)

	Name:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Home Phone:
	

	Work Phone:
	

	Cell Phone:
	

	Email:
	


The Lilla Jewel Fund encourages and supports the art of women of color, lesbian/bi/trans women, and women from other traditionally under recognized communities or cultures.  Please tell us if you identify with any of these groups, explaining briefly.

	Race/ Ethnicity:
	

	Sexual Orientation:
	

	Living with a disability?
	

	Low –Income?
	

	Immigrant or refugee?
	


1) Please give us a brief history of your development as an artist.  How does your life experience influence your art?  How does your art reflect your values and concerns?

2) How does your work address progressive social justice issues? What social change are you looking to create through your art?

3) Describe any connections you have to progressive social justice/ social change work (either as an artist or not).

4) Describe the specific discipline you work within.   

5) Describe one of your submitted work samples.  If more than one person was involved in creating the piece, what was your role?  What is the intent and meaning of this work?

6) Describe your experience working collaboratively on a project.
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